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Off the Beaten Path: A Different Side of Japan
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2022 FALL FOLIAGE
AKECHI MITSUHIDE HISTORY TOUR

V I S I T:  Osaka  •  Nagoya  •  Gifu  •  Fukui  •  Shiga  •  Kyoto  •  Kameoka  •  Arashiyama

TO U R H I G H L I G H TS:  Shinkansen Bullet Train  •  Okehazama Battle Field Park  •  Akechi Castle Ruins 
Tenryuji Temple  •  Kinkazan Ropeway  •  Gifu Castle  •  Stroll Nagara Riverside  •  Kawaramachi Street 
Gifu Seiryu Satoyama Park  •  Mino Washi Museum  •  Super Express Train  •  Ichijo Asakura Clan Ruins 
Tojinbo  •  Biwako Valley  •  Biwako Terrace  •  Mt. Hiei Enryakuji Temple  •  Saikyoji Temple 
Michi-no-Eki  •  Hiyoshi Taisha  •  Autumn Leaves Festival  •  Sakamoto Castle Ruins  •  Azuchi Castle Ruins 
Yakata-Bune  •  La Collina Omihachiman  •  Toei Kyoto Studio Park  •  Kyoto International Manga Museum 
Honnoji Temple  •  Mitsuhide’s Burial Mound • Myokakuji Temple  •  Fukuchiyama Castle 
Cruise Down the Hozu River  •  Arashiyama Shopping  •  Osaka Castle Park  •  Catholic Tamatsukuri Church 
Kuromon Ichiba Market  •  Dotonbori Shopping  •  Shinsaibashi Shopping • AEON Mall

H A N D S - O N AC T I V I T I E S:  Make Washi Paper  •  Play Games with a Geiko 
Make Echizen Soba Noodles  •  Noh Art Experience

E N J OY 2 O N S E N H OT S P R I N G BAT H S:  Gifu Grand Hotel  •  Awara Onsen Seifuso 
Soak your body in the healing hot springs. The onsens — which are divided for men and  
women — allow you to enjoy the hot springs whether indoors or outdoors. The high-quality  
service and facilities are sure to become some of your fondest memories of your visit to Japan.

DON’T MISS A THING!!
WHISPER  — Wireless Tour  

Guide System! English narration 
directly to your ear!

GEIKO (GEISHA) 
PERFORMANCE!

Non-Stop Travel  
Exclusives!

Akechi Mitsuhide, nicknamed the Jusan Kubo, or “Thirteen 
Day Ruler,” is best remembered as the traitor responsible for 
the death of his master, Oda Nobunaga, at Honnoji Temple.

Mitsuhide was born in Kani, Mino Province (Gifu Prefecture). He 
came into the service of Oda Nobunaga following Nobunaga’s 
conquest of Mino in 1566. Nobunaga rarely placed much trust 
in his followers, however Mitsuhide in particular was a close 
advisor, and much trusted by Nobunaga.

Despite his advances and loyal service, Nobunaga appears 
to have treated the man severely, reprimanding and publicly 
humiliating the samurai in front of his peers, and even 
foreign travelers of the day who recorded such insults in 
their journals. This mistreatment has been theorized as one 
of the reasons for his treachery.

Another theory gaining attention is regarding Nobunaga’s 
growing power. It appears he was considering overthrowing 
the imperial court on his quest for ultimate power. Privy to the 
plan, and to save the Emperor, Mitsuhide turned.

Either way, his chance came five years later on  
June 21, 1582, Mitsuhide directed his 13,000 samurai 
to Honnoji Temple in Kyoto, where Nobunaga 
was billeted with just a handful of bodyguards. 
Mitsuhide’s troops surrounded the Honnoji, and 
in the melee, Nobunaga was wounded. The Great 
General retired into the burning temple where he is 
believed to have committed seppuku amongst the 
flames. Although Mitsuhide did not personally kill 
Nobunaga, he claimed responsibility.

The betrayal shocked the nation. Mitsuhide then 
claimed the title of Shogun based on his ancestry. 
Mitsuhide had expected little adversary to his coup. 
Four days later the traitor’s army was routed.

While escaping from the ruinous Battle of Yamazaki, 
Mitsuhide was killed by a group of peasants wielding 
bamboo staves. He was 54 years old, and had been 
self-proclaimed Shogun for all of thirteen days.

10 Nights / 12 Days  •  23 Meals (10 Breakfasts, 6 Lunches, 7 Dinners)  
Escorted from Honolulu  •  English-Speaking Local Guide 

November 06 – 17, 2022  •  Tour Manager: Sharon Miyashiro

Join Pali Ka‘aihue as we travel through Japan! We will be taping a few  
episodes of DOKO GA TV to be aired on KFVE “The Home Team”!

C O M P L E T E  
P A C K A G E !

INCLUDES ROUNDTRIP AIRFARE 
FROM HONOLULU, 10 NIGHTS 

HOTEL, 23 MEALS, TIPS FOR LOCAL 
TOUR GUIDES AND BUS DRIVERS, 

ALL TAXES & FEES

$5488*

EARLY BOOKING 
DISCOUNTS PER PERSON

SAVE $100
BOOK BY MARCH 31, 2022†

http://www.nonstop.travel/


††
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Day 1: Sun, Nov 06 – HONOLULU. Depart Honolulu via Hawaiian Airlines flt #449 at 1:40 pm.

Day 2: Mon, Nov 07 – OSAKA. Arrive in Kansai International Airport at 6:45 pm. After entry formalities, transfer 
to the hotel in Osaka. HOTEL GRANVIA OSAKA (1 Night)

Day 3: Tue, Nov 08 – OSAKA – NAGOYA – GIFU. After a scrumptious breakfast, transfer to the Shin-Osaka 
station, where we will board a Shinkansen Bullet Train to Nagoya. Begin the full-day of sightseeing with a 
visit to the Okehazama Battle Field Park, where local warlord Oda Nobunaga and his troop of 2,500 samurai 
warriors defeated a larger invading army of 25,000 under Imagawa Yoshimoto. The battle saw the end of the 
powerful Imagawa clan, while Nobunaga took his first steps towards ruling the nation before being assassinated 
in 1582. After lunch, explore the Akechi Castle Ruins, the birthplace of Akechi Mitsuhide. Built in 1342, a few 
of the structural remains still exist from that period. Then visit the Tenryuji Temple, whose temple grounds 
contain the burial site for several generations of the Akechi family. Enjoy a Kaiseki Dinner at the hotel. GIFU 
GRAND HOTEL (2 Nights) (B, L, D)

Day 4: Wed, Nov 09 – GIFU. Learn more about this Gifu during today’s sightseeing tour. Begin by taking 
a 4 minute ride on the Kinkazan Ropeway from Gifu Park to Mt. Kinka. Gifu Castle was originally called 
Inabayama Castle and built by the Nikaido clan. In 1567, Oda Nobunaga laid siege to the castle and later claimed 
it as his primary base of operations. Nobunaga renamed the stronghold “Gifu Castle.” Then take a stroll along 
the shores of the Nagara River, and explore Kawaramachi Street. Kawaramachi was a paradise for all 
merchants, owing its prosperity to the open-trade policy, known at Rakuichi Rakuza, enacted by Warring States 
General Nobunaga Oda. Formerly known as “Japan Showa Village,” Gifu Seiryu Satoyama Park, is a theme park 
designed to recreate the atmosphere of a quiet mountainside village in the 1930s, during Japan’s Showa period 
(1926–1989). Enjoy lunch here on your own. After lunch, travel to the Mino Washi Museum and learn about 
washi paper. You’ll get the chance to make washi paper on your own. Return to the hotel for dinner. (B, D)
*Baggage will be carried by truck from Gifu to Shiga, skipping the Fukui. Prepare an overnight bag for 1 night.

Day 5: Thur, Nov 10 – GIFU – FUKUI. After breakfast, transfer to the Gifu station, where we will board a Super 
Express Train to Fukui. After lunch, explore the partially reconstructed Ichijo Asakura Clan Ruins. While the 
castle town thrived during it’s peak as the region’s cultural, military and commercial center with over 10,000 
residents, Oda Nobunaga completely destroyed it by burning it to the ground in 1573. You’re in for treat today! 
Have fun with an authentic Geiko. Dancing, singing and playing fun games. Later, walk to the nearby hotel for 
dinner and an relaxing evening of leisure. AWARA ONSEN SEIFUSO (1 Night) (B, L, D)

Day 6: Fri, May 11 – FUKUI – SHIGA. Depart the hotel for a full day sightseeing of Fukui and Shiga. Begin with 
a spectacular view of Tojinbo, the one kilometer long stretch of rugged basaltic cliffs along the Japan Sea. Fukui 
Prefecture is known for Echizen oroshi, a style in which the buckwheat soba noodles are served cold with grated 
radish. Learn how to make this prefectural specialty and enjoy your creation for lunch. After lunch, take in 
the views from Biwako Valley and Biwako Terrace. Enjoy a buffet dinner at the hotel. BIWAKO OTSU PRINCE 
HOTEL (3 Nights) (B, L, D)

Day 7: Sat, Nov 12 – SHIGA. Start the day exploring Shiga at the Mt. Hiei Enryakuji Temple, a Tendai 
monastery that was founded in 788 during the early Heian period (794–1185). It is the headquarters of the 
Tendai sect of Mahayana Buddhism in Japan and is one of the most significant monasteries in Japanese history. 
Then visit Saikyoji Temple, which heads the Tendai Shinsei Sect, and has more than 450 branch temples across 
Japan. Stop at road side “Michi-no-Eki” stand. Not only do they provide a clean and convenient rest stop, local 
farmers and fisherman sell their products at rock-bottom prices. Enjoy lunch (on your own) here. After lunch 
visit Hiyoshi Taisha, a shrine reputed to protect people from misfortune and disasters. The Autumn Leaves 
Festival will be held at the shrine during your visit. Next, visit the Sakamoto Castle Ruins, once under the 
command of Akechi Mitsuhide. Mitsuhide built Sakamoto Castle under orders from warlord Oda Nobunaga 
because Sakamoto was a strategically important place to rule. Enjoy a Kaiseki Dinner at the hotel. (B, D)

Day 8: Sun, Nov 13 – SHIGA. Begin the day at Azuchi Castle. Azuchi Castle was destroyed in 1582 by Akechi 
Mitsuhide after Nobunaga died. After lunch, enjoy some time on a Yakata-Bune – a unique Japanese-style  
boat that was used in the Heian through Edo periods by aristocrats, rich merchants and high-ranking 
samurai. Lavishly decorated on the inside, including tatami mats and Japanese low tables, they resembled an  
upper-class Japanese home. Then check out La Collina Omihachiman, a combination dessert shop and 
factory – where you can view baumkuchen cake and dorayaki being made – while you explore the dessert 
shop floor for something to satisfy your sweet tooth. Return to the hotel for a buffet dinner. (B, L, D)

Day 9: Mon, Nov 14 – SHIGA – KYOTO. After breakfast, depart Shiga for Kyoto. First, explore Toei Kyoto Studio 
Park – the only Jidaigeki Theme Park in Japan – set during the Edo period of Japanese history, from 1603 to 
1868. For the Manga lovers out there, visit the Kyoto International Manga Museum. Opened in 2006, the 
museum consists of three floors and a basement, and most of its walls are lined with shelves of manga. After 

lunch, visit Honnoji Temple, the Buddhist temple made famous by Akechi Mitsuhide as the 
location of his betrayal and assassination of Oda Nobunaga in 1582. Hidden away in a narrow 
backstreet of Kyoto is a small shrine dedicated to Akechi Mitsuhide – a burial mound built on 
the spot long believed to be the burial place of his head. Transfer to the hotel in Kyoto. Evening 
at leisure to explore on your own. Numerous choices for dining and shopping nearby. MIYAKO 
HOTEL KYOTO HACHIJO (3 Nights) (B, L)

Day 10: Tue, Nov 15 – KYOTO. This morning, visit the Myokakuji Temple. Then enjoy a 
Noh Art experience. Return to the hotel. The rest of the day is at your leisure. Your hotel is 
surrounded by department stores, specialty stores, and restaurants. A perfect time to fulfill your 
shopping list. Your local guide will be available to assist as needed. (B)

Day 11: Wed, Nov 16 – KYOTO – KAMEOKA – ARASHIYAMA – KYOTO. This morning, visit 
Fukuchiyama Castle was originally built and ruled by the Yokoyama family. Akechi Mitsuhide 
later gained control of the castle and reconstructed it on the foundations of the older fortification 
in 1580. The castle was destroyed in 1872 during the Meiji Restoration in the Japanese 
government’s attempts to modernize Japan. After lunch, relax on a cruise on an old fashioned 
wooden boat down the Hozu River (from Kameoka to Arashiyama). The boats are manually 
rowed by experienced boatmen, who will tell you about local history as you travel down river, 
seeing beautiful natural scenery and wildlife along the way! Later, enjoy some time shopping in 
the Arashiyama area – don’t forget the world-famous Arashiyama bamboo products! Return 
to the hotel for a chance to relax before dinner. Enjoy a Farewell Dinner at a local restaurant 
tonight. (B, L, D)

Day 12: Thur, Nov 17 – KYOTO – OSAKA – HONOLULU. After breakfast, visit Osaka Castle 
Park, which offers a wonderful view of the Castle for which is gets its name. Drive by the 
Catholic Tamatsukuri Church, before stopping at Kuromon Ichiba Market, a lively covered 
market which stretches for 580 meters in Osaka’s Chuo Ward. The market is famous for its fresh 
seafood, fruits and vegetables, meats, dried fish, pickles and confectionery. Many stalls will 
prepare, cook and serve their food to you right on the spot! An excellent place to stroll, sample, 
and snack on a delicious variety of fresh market foods. Next, visit Dotonbori, one of Osaka’s 
most popular tourist destinations, this street runs parallel to the Dotonbori canal. It is a popular 
shopping and entertainment district and is also known as a food destination. Enjoy lunch on your 
own. Shinsaibashi Shopping Arcade and the surrounding area is Osaka’s premier shopping 
center. Approximately 600 meters long, this area is unique as it combines chain retail stores and 
trendy boutiques with expensive department stores and top designer fashion labels. A final 
shopping stop will be made at an AEON Mall before transferring to Kansai International Airport 
for our return flight home. Depart Osaka via Hawaiian Airlines flt #450 at 8:45 pm and arrive 
Honolulu at 9:20 am the same day. Aloha and Welcome Home! (B)

* Fares are per person, USD based on double occupancy and INCLUDE ALL AIRLINE TAXES 
AND FEES. Airline fuel supplements, taxes and fees are subject to change and tour member is 
responsible for any increases. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited 
to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. For details visit www.tripadvisor.
com/AirlineFees. After initial deposit, a $75 per person Non-Stop Travel (NST) Cancellation Fee 
will apply. Group departures may be cancelled, if there are less than 24 tour members. Final Payment to NST for “non-cruiseline” Air and Land 
Package must be made by Money Order or Personal Check. NST does not guarantee that all tour members will fly together with Tour Manager. 
Tour Manager assignments, number of meals offered on tour, tour price, discount, and the “final” tour itinerary are subject to change with/without 
notice. NST reserves the right to correct errors or omissions including but not limited to, fares, fees and surcharges at any time. 
Deposit: $500 per person. Final Payment Due: 06/29/22. Doko Ga TV episodes will be taped. A “Video Release Form” will be included with your 
final payment notice. † Early Booking Discount is per person. Purchase of Non-Stop Travel’s complete Air and Land Package is required. †† 
Earn Rewards Every Time You Refer a Friend. For each “New-to-NonStop Travel” customer you refer, both you and your referral can receive a $25 
discount off your next NST escorted group. Special Assistance: You must notify NST, at time of reservation, of any disability requiring special 
attention. NST reserves the right to cancel your booking or terminate your vacation if your special needs or disabilities are not suitable for the 
vacation or if you are not traveling with a companion who will provide all the assistance you require. Wheelchair and Electric Scooter access 
outside of the USA is severely restricted. 020122


